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E.O. 11652:N/A 
TAGS: EFIN, UK 

SUBJECT: GATT PANELS ON DISC AND OTHER TAX PRACTICES 
REF: STATE 279433 

1. JOHN F. CHOWN IS KNOWN PERSONALLY TO EMBASSY FINANCIAL 
ATTACHE. HE IS VERY KNOWLEDGEABLE, IS RESPECTED BY 
OFFICIALS IN H.M. TREASURY, AND IS ACTIVE IN INSTITUTE OF 
FISCAL STUDIES. HE WRITES A WEEKLY COLUMN FOR THE FT AND 
APPEARS TO HAVE A SUCCESSFUL AND PROSPEROUS PROFESSIONAL 
LIFE ADVISING PERSONAL AND CORPORATE CLIENTS ON TAX 
AFFAIRS, INCLUDING ESTATE PLANNING AND TAX AVOIDANCE. 
FINANCIAL ATTACHE INFORMALLY SOUGHT PRIVATE VIEWS OF SAM 
BRITT AN, FEATURE ECONOMIC WRITER FOR THE FT. BRITT AN 
KNOWS BOTH CHOWN AND PREST WELL, SAYS THEY ARE BOTH EX- 
PERTS WITH HIGH REPUTATIONS IN THEIR FIELDS OF TAXATION: 
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BRITAIN PERSONALLY RECOMMENDS EACH AS BEING TOP NOTCH. 
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2. EMBASSY HAS TRIED TO CONTACT MESSRS. CHOWN AND PREST 
THIS WEEK TO SOUND OUT THEIR WILLINGNESS TO SERVE AS TAX 
EXPERTS AND TO SEEK THEIR VIEWS ON DISC LEGISLATION AS 
WELL AS REFERENCES TO ANY ARTICLES THEY HAVE WRITTEN ON 
SUBJECT. UNFORTUNATELY, NEITHER CHOWN'S OFFICE NOR HIS 
HOME PHONE REPLIES. LONDON SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS IS ON HOL- 
IDAY; WE HAVE CONTACTED PREST S HOME BUT HAVE BEEN UNABLE 
THUS FAR TO SPEAK TO HIM PERSONALLY. IT MAY WELL BE INTO 
NEXT WEEK BEFORE WE CAN SPEAK TO EITHER OF THE GENTLEMEN 
IN QUESTION AND SOUND OUT THEIR VIEWS RE PARA 6 REFTEL. 
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